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Empowering People
Building Commumity

Unity of Salem’s Mission Statement: Unity of Salem exists to empower
people in their spiritual growth and to build a community of mutual support.
We are a spirit guided ministry based in Unity principles of practical

Christianity and other spiritual traditions.

Teamwork From A Higher

Consciousness:
The Mystery, The Magic, The Miracle

As | write this message to you, | am still
basking in the energy of the co-ed retreat
which was held at the Menucha Retreat
Center overlooking the Columbia River.
Diana Moskal and | have been
facilitating retreats for Unity of Salem
since 1994, and each one seems to evolve
into a powerful experience for all
participants.

This year our theme was “Planting a
Seed of Well-Being for the World.” We
had designed the retreat so that our
nineteen participants would be working
in teams. There was a Choir Team, a
Visioning Team, a Banner Team and a
“To Do” Team. We spent all day on

Saturday busy in our groups, allowing
Spirit to move and direct us, and then
brought all of our efforts together on
Sunday morning in a Worship Service.

This message, however, focuses on the
Choir Team as being the most exemplary
example of the Mystery, Magic and
Miracle of Teamwork from a higher
consciousness. When we allow room for
God to move in our lives it is incredible
what can occur. | had invited our Music
Director, Rebecca, to write a theme song
for the retreat some months ago. Nothing
was forthcoming for her, and so our
thought was to go to “Plan B”. What
happened helped all of us to learn that

The Year of Appreciation

God doesn’t need a Plan B. God works just
fine with Plan A, if we get out of the way.

When we arrived at the Retreat Center on
Friday afternoon, the melody for the song
came through Rebecca — but only the
melody. She tried to push out the words,
but nothing happened. On Saturday
morning, when | asked who would like to
be on the Choir Team, seven people raised
their hands. The remainder of the Teams
formed and then we all left to do our
specific tasks.

Rebecca explained to the choir that she had
this melody, but nothing else. She gave the
team some options, one of which was to
help her put words to the melody and after
a very short discussion, the Choir Team
made the decision to write a song to go
with the melody.

(Continued on Page 4)

YEARLY AFFIRMATION

| fairly sizzle with joy and appreciation as | spring forth in faith to do
what is mine to do today.




The Board of Trustees has been busy this
past month supporting the activities of the
Planning Committee for the First Annual
Interfaith Festival, held September 20, 2008
at Unity of Salem.

First Annual Interfaith Festival: An all
day work party was held on September 13"
with food provided for the volunteers. The
grounds were cleaned, and new bark dust
was applied on the flower beds and parking
strips. The new Labyrinth was finished
south of the site for the new Sanctuary. The
new Gazebo was adorned with gray slate
flooring and grass was mowed short to make
room for all the booths. A program of music
and speakers involving many faiths was
presented from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Approximately 400+ attendees found their
way to our sacred nine acres on the hill.
Some of those folks have since appeared at
our Sunday service and have found a new
spiritual home. We were amazed to see our
program listed on the front page of the
Statesman Journal newspaper on the day of
the Festival thanks to Hank Ahrend, the
religious editor. Congratulations are due to
everyone who helped. At the following
Sunday Service the Festival committee was
honored and a group of four who diligently
worked on the grounds, the Labyrinth, and
the Gazebo for an extraordinary number of
hours was also given certificates of
appreciation.

CORE Team Sets New Priorities: The
CORE Team reported to the Board that they
have expanded their mission to take in the
list of projects generated by the Energizing
Nine Acres Team. They have reprioritized
the list for completion:

A Message
From
The Board
President

Dr. Bonnie Jean Young:

Priority Item

One Labyrinth (Completed)

Two Gazebo (Completed—
with slate floor)

Three Meditation Grove

Four Community Herb/
Vegetable Garden

Five Indigenous Oregon
Plants

Six Picnic Tables

Seven Christmas Trees (in SW
Corner)

Eight Walking Path (around
perimeter)

Thriving in Unity Program Update:
The Board of Trustees signed on to
participate in the Thriving in Unity
Program with the Association of Unity
Churches. We currently have been
approved for Level 2 and have agreed to

meet all 12 benchmarks by April 30, 2009.

We are in good company, 169 Unity
groups have made the same commitment.
The Association has hired a Director of
Leadership Development and she is
working with a committee to set the
criteria for selecting a few spiritual
communities to work within Level 3. The
criteria will be available by the end of
December. We have indicated our intent
to apply for this three year commitment as
a Pilot Program. If selected, we would
receive about $40,000 worth of training
and assistance. To show our commitment,
Rev. Georgie Richardson has sent our first
full tithe to the Association in a letter to
James Trapp, CEO of the Association.
Rev. Georgie Richardson and the Board

(Continued on Page 4)
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The instant we allow fear to step in our way, we are using the law of reversed energy, and we
are engaged in a struggle -- pushing and pulling against ourselves.

Sunday Service at 10:30 AM
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Taize Healing Prayer
Service

Thursday, November 20" at
7:00 om

Unity of Salem will be offering a Taize
healing prayer service on Thursday,
November 20™ at 7:00 p.m. in
preparation for Thanksgiving. Everyone
is welcome to attend this powerful,
prayerful service. Another Taize healing
prayer service will be offered as the
Sunday Worship service on Sunday,
December 7"

Starting October 15—

A six-week video Web series with

Deepak Chopra

Jesus and the Awakening
to God-Consciousness

] Continues thru I

November 19"

] 7:00 p.m. ]

The Deepak Chopra webcast series
continues through Wednesday,
November 19". It’s not too late to join
in on this wonderful interview of Deepak
by Rev. Wendy Craig-Purcell as they
discuss his new book: The Third Jesus:
The Christ We Cannot Ignore.
Following each webcasts, we will have
an in depth discussion about the material
presented during the webcast and the
sections covered in Deepak’s book. This
series is provided on a love offering
basis.

ries Schedule

10/15 — Who Is Jesus and
Why Does It Matter?

10/22 — Opening to the Path

10/29 — A Mew Way of Being

11/05 — When the Rubber
Hits the Road

11712 — What to Expect When

You're Expecting
Enlightenment

11/19 — Jesus Without Dogma

WHAT'S NEXT?

Upcoming Classes and Events

Bring A Friend
Sunday

November 23rd

Sunday, November 23" is
Thanksgiving Sunday at Unity of
Salem. Each year we bring a gift of
food that we leave on the altar as a
symbol of the abundance of the
Universe in our lives and through our
generosity we share that abundance
with others. One of the things that we
are very grateful for is our friends.
Thus, this year we are going to
combine Thanksgiving Sunday with
Bring a Friend Sunday. Ask a friend
to attend church with you, and YOU
bring two gifts of food — one for
yourself and one for your friend. We
will have a special fellowship time
following the service to honor all of
our friends.

Sacred Circle of Prayer
Every Thursday
6:30 pm

Unity of Salem continues the Sacred
Circle of Prayer every Thursday night
from 6:30 to 6:55. Come join your
Unity Chaplains in this holy tradition.

2" Annual
Christmas Concert

Friday, December 12™"
at 7:00 pm

Join us as we present our second annual
Christmas Concert. If you were with us
last year, you will remember the
wonderful music and the extraordinary
talent at Unity of Salem. Itis a
wonderful way to truly get into the
Christmas spirit. The concert is given
on a love offering basis. This is a
wonderful opportunity to bring your
friends and family.

Remember The Gifts

December 4™ at 7:00 pm

Every year during the month of
December, Unity of Salem offers an
opportunity for folks to come together to
“remember the gifts” of those loved
ones who have passed during the year
(or even in a previous year). Thisis a
very special time of music, prayer and
sharing of those special gifts we have
been given by our loved ones who are
no longer with us which can also
include a pet, a lost home, relationship
or job. Please join us on Thursday,
December 4™ at 7:00 for this special
evening.

Membership in
Unity of Salem
Orientation Meeting

December 6" at 10:00 am

Unity of Salem receives new members
on an annual basis. If you are thinking
you would like to take the step of
commitment to become a member,
you’ll need to attend the Orientation
meeting with Rev. Georgie on Saturday,
December 6™ at 10:00 a.m. (in the
modular). Besides the Orientation
meeting, you will be required to attend a
six week Basic Unity class beginning
January 15", a prayer workshop on
Sunday, Feb. 1* and a service workshop
on Sunday, Feb. 15" (both after the
Worship Service). New members will
be received into the church on Sunday,
March 15" during the service.

We do not put a great deal of emphasis
on becoming a member. We feel itis a
personal choice to expand one’s
commitment to living the Unity
principles, and (to the best of our
ability) living our lives from the
consciousness of our Indwelling Christ.
If you are interested in taking this step,
please sign up on the sign-up sheet in
the kitchen. There are also half sheets
near the sign-up sheet giving you all of
the dates. The class and workshops, as
well as the orientation meeting, are
required of everyone becoming a
member of Unity of Salem.



Storycatching Workshop

November 9" at 1:00 pm

You are cordially invited to join me for an

afternoon of tea and stories. | will be
offering highlights from Christina
Baldwin's (Storycatcher) presentation at
Crystal Mountain Retreat, August, 2008.
Together, we will gather insightful
treasures through simple storycatching
games. Do come. Be sure to sign up and
reserve your teacup!

Teamwork From A Higher

Consciousness
(Minister's Message Continued)

Each member of the Team set aside their
“little self” (the Ego self) and moved to
that higher place in consciousness where
they could call upon their Indwelling
Christ to give them the words to create
the song. It was an awesome experience
for each member of the group, and an
excellent example of what we can
achieve together when we set forth an
intent to work with one another from a
higher place and refuse to get caught in
the “stuff” of the little-self. The title of
their song is A World That Works For
All.

Our world is in great turmoil right now;
however, there is a way out. That way
will lead to a world of peace and
abundance for everyone who is ready to
receive such a world. It is the way that
Jesus taught us 2,000 years ago. When
our Visioning Team was asked what we
must become to embrace a World that
works for all, the consensus was that we
must become a willing, trusting, inspired
Do-ER, and that we must release our
judgments, and embrace and reflect the
Light that we are as Spiritual Beings.

Christmas is nearly upon us once again.
It is a time when we can truly embrace
the Light of the Indwelling Christ being
born within ourselves. Perhaps this year
we will be able to set aside the “little-
self” and truly step into a Christed
Consciousness trusting that God will
truly guide and direct our decisions and
actions if we are willing for that to occur.

Peace and Blessings,

Dnvi CAnvnain

WHAT'S NEXT?

(Continued)

President’s Message
(Message Continued)

have asked that | assume leadership of
the Thriving Program and I have agreed
to do so. We have already met the
requirements for the following
Benchmarks:

Benchmark 1A—Teach about Unity and
the Association in two Sunday Services.

Benchmark 4—Develop and update a
Web presence.

Benchmark 6—Implement a Chaplain
program.

Benchmark 7—Plan and Conduct an
Eleven Days of Oneness Celebration
including, the First Annual Interfaith
Festival.

We are preparing the documentation and
pictures to accompany our first four
Benchmarks and will send them in by
the end of October.

Bring A Friend Sunday: November
23" will be the day to bring at least one
friend to Sunday Service. This will be
our traditional Thanksgiving Service
where we each bring non-perishable
food to place on the Cornucopia Altar.
This food will go to the Salvation Army
for distribution in the Salem/Keizer
area.

Gift of Green Ash Trees: During the
Interfaith Festival, a nursery owner
offered to gift us 16 Green Ash trees.
We accepted the gift with gratitude. On
October 25" they were planted as a
windbreak along the eastern property
line. God is good all the time!

Regional Workshop on Leadership to
be Held at Unity of Salem: Gary
Simmons has been scheduled to present
the Thriving Ministries Model of
Leadership on March 6 and 7 of 2009.
The Board of Trustees authorized
$3,000 in upfront costs which will be
recouped from registration fees from
regional participants.

Christmas Eve
Candle Lighting Service

December 24™ at 7:00 pm

Join us for this special Christmas Eve
service. The service is filled with
music, meditation and a short
Christmas message. The highlight of
the evening is when we all light our
candles and sing Silent Night and Go
Light Your World. Older children are
welcome at the service. If you need
child care for a younger child, please
let the church office know by calling
503-364-0156 no later than Sunday,
December 7" so we can make
appropriate arrangements.

Rev. Georgie Richardson Honored:
On September 14™ the Board and the
Youth Ed. Dept. honored Georgie for
her 15 years of service at Unity of
Salem. The children presented a
bouquet of stargazer lilies and red
roses. The Board presented Georgie
with a gift certificate for lodging at
the coast. Here’s to another banner
year ahead!

Small Group Leadership Class
Offered: Every Thursday evening in
October Dr. Bonnie Staebler met with
20 people who represented the Board,
Staff, and Team Leaders. We learned
about our Leadership Style
preferences and how to adapt our
styles to the task, the follower, and
the situation. Our group dynamics
were analyzed during consensus
building activities in small groups.
Many strategies were explored for
working with adult volunteers and we
shared our successes in leadership
situations. A great time was had by
all. Thank you, Bonnie Staebler for
sharing your knowledge and your
teaching talents with us.

Ever since the congregation decided
to become a program church we have
been busy, busy, busy — look for new
teams to be formed and plan to join in
the activities.

Nameste’,
Bonnie Jean, President.



OTHER NOTABLE HAPPENINGS

Teddy Bears and
Friends Are Arriving!

You have probably noticed many new
“fuzzy” faces in our congregation
recently. The teddy bears and other
furry friends have been coming early
this year. Every year we partner with
the Salem-Keizer Realtor Association
who hosts a party for the children and
families associated with the Salem-
Keizer Homeless Program. Our part in
the party is to provide a stuffed animal
for all of the children. The party takes
place early in December so we have
already begun to bring in the animals so
that every child at the party will be able
to take home a warm and furry “pet”
which has been held and loved by our
congregation. The energy of love that
you place in the stuffed toy while you
hold it will go a long way to comfort
these children who currently are
experiencing a difficult time in their
lives. Thank you for your participation
in this important event.

APPRECIATION AND
GRATITUDE CORNER

THANK YOU, THANK YOU,
THANK YOU to:

Jack Withers, owner of Santiam Shade
Trees in Jefferson, for donating the 16
Ash trees that will begin our Nature
Habitat area;

Kara Driskell for digging the holes for
the trees, and doing research for other
projects; and, everyone who helped to
plant the trees, spruce up the church and
bring lunch for the workers;

EVERYONE who worked so hard to
make our first Interfaith Peace Festival a
huge success. (See the Festival article on
Page 7). We specifically celebrate and
thank the Festival Team, Caroline
Collins, Sharron Apple, Paul Wilson,
Carol Goodwin and Randy Julian. A

Exciting Happenings At Unity of Salem

Burning Bowl Service

December 28"

Sunday, December 28" Unity of Salem
will feature our ever popular Burning
Bowl service as we let go of old ideas,
unlimited thinking, and prepare ourselves
for the new year. We will select our
“annual Angel” as part of the service. The
Service begins at 10:30 a.m.

Office Closed
December 24" to
January 5th

Our church office will be closed on
Wednesday, December 24™ and will
reopen on Monday, January 5" to give
staff time to enjoy the Holidays.
Messages may be left on the voice mail
(503-364-0156). In an emergency call
Georgie at 503-373-3624.

C(p )
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C
special thank you also to Jane Minard
for setting up the Festival web site;

Many thanks to our wonderful Youth
Team who are offering such beautiful
lessons for our children; Melina and
Bryan Bridges who joined with Steve
Shepard to energize our Uniteen
program.

Friends, I invite you to take time to
seek these folks (and others) out to

thank them for the service they offer to
“Your” Spiritual Community.

o) o))
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Christmas Families

Watch for the Christmas Gift Tree
that will be hung up by early
December. Once again we plan to
partner with Family Building Blocks
to assist them as they provide gifts
for all of the members of the families
they serve throughout the year. As
we work in partnership with these
other organizations we are able to
contribute to their efforts and
together we make a big difference in
the lives of families who are in need
of a healing and helping hand.

#APPY
BIR7HDAY

November:

Marilee Corey
Ray Nunez
Linda Androes
Bonnie Young
Rich Bass
Roland Clark
20  John Meyer
24 Jim McCreary
28 Anna Brown

[EN
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December:

10 Diane Van Gorder

11 Bonnie Staebler
Sharron Apple

14 Denita Wallace

18  Candy Preston

21 Joan Manuel

29 Berta Aronson




YOUTH NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

Teens To Serve
During Sunday Service

You will be seeing the Y.O.U. members
on the fourth Sunday of each month as
they serve during the service as
usher/greeters, daily word readers etc.
Some of the Uniteens will also be
participating on selected Sundays. We
welcome these "future Unity adults" as
they share their presence and gifts with
us.

Teen Fundraisers

By the time this newsletter comes out,
the third of the fall fundraisers will have
occurred. A busy carwash and very
successful Spaghetti Feed and Movie
night happened in September. Just
recently, the Harvest Dance was held at
the South Salem Senior Center,
complete with our own Unity musicians
and beautiful fall decorations. We
thank all the Unity members and friends
who participated to help make these
events so successful. The

proceeds make it possible for the
Y.0.U. and Uniteens to attend regional
teen events.

The Children’s Place
Curriculum

The Children's Place downstairs is
growing and expanding. New families
are coming and bringing their children.
We are blessed with a very dedicated
team of teachers and supportive parents
and grandparents. Thank you to each
one for your loving support.

The yearly and monthly curriculums for
this year's theme, "Being Fully Human -
Being Fully Divine", are posted on the
bulletin board at the foot of the stairs.
Please feel free to look at these and ask
guestions about what the children are
experiencing.

Y.O.U. Retreat

Erica Riddell, Celestina Nunez and
Sponsors Marilee and Alison Corey
attended the fall Y.O.U. Retreat at
Camp Waskowitz near North Bend, WA
on October 17-19. The theme for the
weekend was "Leggo My Ego."

Ask one of the participants about their
experience of that weekend.

November and
December Themes

In November the program for the
children will be focused on Prayer and
Meditation, an appropriate theme for the
month. In activating our fourth Unity
Principle, we will use the affirmation "I
can talk to and hear God." We will
focus on Gratitude, Thanksgiving and the
wider aspects of Prayer and Meditation,
including "Walking Meditation".
(Hopefully weather will cooperate so we
can walk the labyrinth.)

For the older children, teacher Erica
Meyers, who has a passion for cultural
anthropology, will explore aspects of
history. This includes the perspective
that not only kings and leaders affected
history, but the common people helped
determine the course of history.

December brings the Christmas story,
with the birth of Jesus the Christ and the

Uniteen News

Check the bulletin boards each week
in the Uniteen room in the modular to
see the vibrant, meaningful topics
being explored with the Uniteens.
Sponsors Melina and Bryan Bridges
and Steve Shepard have energized a
rapidly expanding Uniteen program.
Some topics studied include: the
circulation of giving and receiving and
the effects of our thoughts (using
Masaru Emoto's information on the
secret wisdom within water).

Several teens and sponsors will be
attending the fall Unitreat held at the
Cispus Learning Center near Randle,
WA November 7" - 9", The theme
for that weekend is: “What Do You
Stand For?” They will be exploring
the 12 Powers within. A highlight of
the Unitreat is experiencing the rope
course available at Cispus. Talk to the
Uniteens when they return and ask
them about this life-changing
experience.

birth of the Christ principle of Love
within each one of us. The older
children will learn about our spiritual
roots, which include Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam - all stemming
from Abraham. (Children are often
amazed to hear that Jesus and all his
disciples were Jews.)




OTHER NOTABLE HAPPENINGS

1% Annual Peace
Festival
Remembrances

On Saturday September 20" Unity of
Salem hosted its 1% Annual Interfaith
Peace Festival. While the event has
come and gone, the energy and
excitement is still present. Hardly a
Sunday goes by without someone
making a positive comment about their
experience.

There are too many wonderful
memories to list them all, but a few
bright moments do stand out as
unforgettable. One such moment was
when a bright young software
developer by the name of Wasi Kahn,
with the aid of Power Point,
thoughtfully shared his Muslim faith
and highlighted for us various ways in
which the Christian and Muslim faith
truly are connected. Of course all
were moved by the beautiful and
sacred way that Don Kerr from
Woodland Chapel and our own
Shananda blended their energy for a
moving and uplifting wrap around
meditation. Individuals are still
talking about how a group of teenagers
from Chemawa Indian School gave so
freely of there time and talents to share
with us their culture through powerful
and moving dances, singing and
drumming. | believe we all enjoyed a
moment of levity when given the
opportunity to laugh along when Dr.
Andy Kress and his nurse/wife Ella
performed metaphysical surgery on
our friend Jim McCreary.

A few individuals | have spoken to
who help plan events both large and
small said: “Are you crazy?” “There
is not enough time.” “It’s too big.”
and of course, “It is simply not
possible.” What these well meaning
individuals did not know was that we
here at Unity operate from a different
mindset. A mindset that says: “Time
expands to meet my needs;” “The
bigger the dream, the more likely it’s
God’s dream;” and of course, “All
things are possible through God.” |
would like to personally thank
everyone at Unity for believing when

(Continued)

Unity of Salem’s Living Legacy Project
Completes Phase |

As Unity of Salem plans its future it
also honors its past. The Living
Legacy Project Team, chaired by
Diana Moskal and Bonnie Staebler,
have been actively archiving the
spiritual journeys of our members. To
date, twenty members have been
interviewed. The steering committee
consisted of Rev. Georgie
Richardson, Jeannette Duke, Sherry
McClure, and Barb Vandepas. Sherry
served as the trainer for those who
volunteered to interview. Barb served
as the coach for those consenting to
share their stories. Jeannette served
as a special consultant to the group.
Her skills as a professional archivist
were extremely helpful.

Perhaps the greatest gift of the project
was the depth of sharing from the
personal interviews. From Myrtle
Sprong, Alice Sawyer, and Betty
Sword we were able to capture the
history of Unity of Salem. From
Caroline Elansary, Nadine Heusser,
and Sandy Collins we learned that

it wasn’t a popular thing to do and for
all the time energy and resources that
each of you gave so freely.

Namast'e
Caroline Collins

there are many paths that lead people
“home” to Unity. From Sherry
McClure, Deborah Vedder, Linda
Adroes, and Reiny Leske we learned
of the healing that comes from the
practical applications of Unity
principles. And from Estelle Leske,
Diana Moskel, Bonnie Young and
Georgie Richardson we were
reminded of the joy found in service
to our congregation. Those
interviewed have served in various
and multiple capacities from the
Chaplain program to the Children’s
Church and from Hospitality
Committee to the Board of Directors.

The Team is scheduled to begin work
on phase two of the project in the
coming months. This phase will
emphasize the contributions of the
Men’s Group. We will be extending
an invitation for the men of our
church to volunteer to share their
spiritual stories. In the third phase,
we will emphasize the contribution of
“couples” as they support one another
in their spiritual journeys.

The Living Legacy Committee wishes
to express their thanks to all those
who have been interviewed and those
yet to be interviewed. What an
exciting way, to recognize and
empower people and build
community!
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(HIGHLIGHTED BOOKS/CDS OF THE MONTH)

NOTICE : unity of Salem is now a full Associate of AMAZON.COM. You can purchase
any Amazon.com product through the Unity Associate website and Unity will receive up to 10%
of the cost of the item. Just go to either www.UnityofSalem.com and click on the Amazon.com
link or go directly to http://astore.amazon.com/wwwunityofsal-20. You will stay on the Unity
page throughout your complete order and then be transferred to Amazon.com for payment.

BOOKSTORE SALE
(Just in time for Christmas Shopping)

During the month of December, everything in the Bookstore will be 20% off as a THANK YOU to
everyone patronizing the Bookstore this year. The Bookstore is alive and well--thanks to you!
This is a good place to do your Christmas shopping! Some best sellers this past year are: THE
MOSES CODE, SECRET OF THE AGES, STORYCATCHER, DISCOVER THE POWER
WITHIN YOU, books, cards and calendar by Esther and Jerry Hicks and "Life Says Yes!" which
is a CD by Shananda featuring Rebecca Shepard, Jane Minard, Lorena Ferry, Jeff Icovino, and Ray
Nunez. A good time to buy these would be December!

P.S. If Georgie mentions a book in her Sunday message that is not in the Bookstore, please go to
www.unityofsalem.com and click on our link Amazon associate store link to order the book!

Thank you.

Unity of Salem
P.O. Box 3518
Salem, OR 97302



